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TTHHEE GGOODD TTHHAATT AANNSSWWEERREETTHH BBYY FFIIRREE
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: II KKiinnggss 1188::11--4466..

LESSON 297 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear”  (Isaiah 65:24).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

1 Kings 18:1-46 
1 And it came to pass after many 
days, that the word of the LORD 
came to Elijah in the third year, 
saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; 
and I will send rain upon the earth. 
2 And Elijah went to shew himself 
unto Ahab. And there was a sore 
famine in Samaria. 
3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was
the governor of his house. (Now 
Obadiah feared the LORD greatly: 
4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off 
the prophets of the LORD, that 
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, 
and hid them by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them with bread and water.) 
5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go 
into the land, unto all fountains of 
water, and unto all brooks: 
peradventure we may find grass to 
save the horses and mules alive, that 
we lose not all the beasts. 
6 So they divided the land between 
them to pass throughout it: Ahab 
went one way by himself, and 
Obadiah went another way by 
himself. 
7 And as Obadiah was in the way, 
behold, Elijah met him: and he knew 
him, and fell on his face, and said, Art
thou that my lord Elijah? 
8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell 
thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 
9 And he said, What have I sinned, 
that thou wouldest deliver thy servant 
into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? 
10 As the LORD thy God liveth, there is
no nation or kingdom, whither my 
lord hath not sent to seek thee: and 
when they said, He is not there; he 
took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not. 
11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 
12 And it shall come to pass, as soon 

II EElliijjaahh’’ss RReettuurrnn
11.. EElliijjaahh mmeett OObbaaddiiaahh wwhhoo tthheenn sseenntt AAhhaabb ttoo mmeeeett hhiimm,, II KKiinnggss

1188::11--1166..
22.. AAhhaabb aaccccuusseedd EElliijjaahh ooff ttrroouubblliinngg IIssrraaeell,, II KKiinnggss 1188::1177,, 1188;;

1 Kings 21:20 
20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 

1 Samuel 1:14 
14 And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? 
put away thy wine from thee. 

1 Samuel 17:28 
28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto 
the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and 
he said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom 
hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know 
thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art 
come down that thou mightest see the battle. 

IIII TTrriiaall bbyy FFiirree
11.. EElliijjaahh iinnssttrruucctteedd AAhhaabb ttoo ggaatthheerr aallll IIssrraaeell aanndd tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff

BBaaaall,, II KKiinnggss 1188::1199,, 2200..
22.. TThhee ppeeooppllee aaggrreeeedd ttoo aa tteesstt ttoo pprroovvee wwhheetthheerr tthhee LLoorrdd oorr BBaaaall

wwaass tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd,, II KKiinnggss 1188::2211--2244;;
Isaiah 41:21-26 

21 Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your 
strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 
22 Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall 
happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, 
that we may consider them, and know the latter end of 
them; or declare us things for to come. 
23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may 
be dismayed, and behold it together. 
24 Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an 
abomination is he that chooseth you. 
25 I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: 
from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and 
he shall come upon princes as upon morter, and as the 
potter treadeth clay. 
26 Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may 
know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? 
yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that 
declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. 

Isaiah 43:9 
9 Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people 
be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew 
us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that 
they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. 

33.. TThhee GGoodd tthhaatt aannsswweerreedd bbyy ffiirree wwoouulldd pprroovvee ttoo bbee tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd,,
II KKiinnggss 1188::2244;;

Leviticus 9:24 
24 And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and 
consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: 
which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on 
their faces. 

Judges 6:21 
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as I am gone from thee, that the 
Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so when I 
come and tell Ahab, and he cannot 
find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy 
servant fear the LORD from my 
youth. 
13 Was it not told my lord what I did 
when Jezebel slew the prophets of 
the LORD, how I hid an hundred men 
of the LORD'S prophets by fifty in a 
cave, and fed them with bread and 
water? 
14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he 
shall slay me.
15 And Elijah said, As the LORD of 
hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I 
will surely shew myself unto him to 
day. 
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, 
and told him: and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. 
17 And it came to pass, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, 
Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 
18 And he answered, I have not 
troubled Israel; but thou, and thy 
father's house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the 
LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim. 
19 Now therefore send, and gather to 
me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and 
the prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel's table. 
20 So Ahab sent unto all the children 
of Israel, and gathered the prophets 
together unto mount Carmel. 
21 And Elijah came unto all the people, 
and said, How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the LORD be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow 
him. And the people answered him 
not a word. 
22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, 
even I only, remain a prophet of the 
LORD; but Baal's prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men. 
23 Let them therefore give us two 
bullocks; and let them choose one 
bullock for themselves, and cut it in 

21 Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff 
that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, 
and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then 
the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight. 

1 Chronicles 21:26 
26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon 
the LORD; and he answered him from heaven by fire upon 
the altar of burnt offering. 

2 Chronicles 7:1 
1 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire 
came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering 
and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the 
house. 

2 Chronicles 7:3 
3 And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came 
down, and the glory of the LORD upon the house, they 
bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the 
pavement, and worshipped, and praised the LORD, saying, 
For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

44.. TThhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall ccaalllleedd uuppoonn tthheeiirr ggoodd aallll ddaayy bbuutt rreecceeiivveedd
nnoo aannsswweerr,, II KKiinnggss 1188::2255--2299;;

Isaiah 45:20 
20 Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye 
that are escaped of the nations: they have no knowledge 
that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a 
god that cannot save. 

Jeremiah 10:5 
5 They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they 
must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not 
afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in 
them to do good. 

Jeremiah 51:17-18 
17 Every man is brutish by his knowledge; every founder is 
confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is
falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 
18 They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their 
visitation they shall perish. 

Daniel 5:23 
23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and 
thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have 
drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of 
silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see 
not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified: 

55.. EElliijjaahh rreeppaaiirreedd tthhee aallttaarr ooff tthhee LLoorrdd aass tthhee wwoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd
ddiirreecctteedd,, II KKiinnggss 1188::3300--3355;;

Exodus 24:4 
4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up 
early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, 
and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Joshua 4:3 
3 And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the 
midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet 
stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with 
you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night. 

Joshua 4:4 
4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had 
prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man: 

66.. GGoodd vviinnddiiccaatteedd HHiiss PPrroopphheett bbyy ccoonnssuummiinngg tthhee aallttaarr aanndd iittss
ccoonntteennttss bbyy ffiirree,, II KKiinnggss 1188::3366--3399;;

Numbers 16:28-30 
28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the LORD 
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pieces, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under: and I will dress the 
other bullock, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under: 
24 And call ye on the name of your 
gods, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD: and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God. 
And all the people answered and said, 
It is well spoken. 
25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of 
Baal, Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye 
are many; and call on the name of 
your gods, but put no fire under. 
26 And they took the bullock which 
was given them, and they dressed it, 
and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, saying, O 
Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, 
nor any that answered. And they 
leaped upon the altar which was 
made. 
27 And it came to pass at noon, that 
Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry 
aloud: for he is a god; either he is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a 
journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, 
and must be awaked. 
28 And they cried aloud, and cut 
themselves after their manner with 
knives and lancets, till the blood 
gushed out upon them. 
29 And it came to pass, when midday 
was past, and they prophesied until 
the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that there was
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regarded. 
30 And Elijah said unto all the people, 
Come near unto me. And all the 
people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the LORD that 
was broken down. 
31 And Elijah took twelve stones, 
according to the number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
word of the LORD came, saying, 
Israel shall be thy name: 
32 And with the stones he built an 
altar in the name of the LORD: and 
he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two measures 
of seed. 

hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done 
them of mine own mind. 
29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they 
be visited after the visitation of all men; then the LORD 
hath not sent me. 
30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open 
her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain
unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye 
shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD. 

Isaiah 28:21-22 
21 For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall 
be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his 
work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his 
strange act. 
22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be 
made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a 
consumption, even determined upon the whole earth. 

Zechariah 14:4 
4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the 
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south. 

Zechariah 14:5 
5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the 
valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall 
flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, 
and all the saints with thee. 

77.. TThhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall wweerree ssllaaiinn bbyy EElliijjaahh,, II KKiinnggss 1188::4400..
IIIIII FFeerrvveenntt EEffffeeccttuuaall PPrraayyeerr

11.. EElliijjaahh pprraayyeedd,, aanndd GGoodd sseenntt rraaiinn,, II KKiinnggss 1188::4411--4466;;
James 5:16 

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. 

James 5:17 
17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and 
he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 

NOTES:
TThhee WWoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd

““IItt sshhaallll ccoommee ttoo ppaassss,, iiff tthhoouu wwiilltt nnoott hheeaarrkkeenn uunnttoo tthhee vvooiiccee
ooff tthhee LLOORRDD tthhyy GGoodd,, ttoo oobbsseerrvvee ttoo ddoo aallll hhiiss ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss aanndd
hhiiss ssttaattuutteess wwhhiicchh II ccoommmmaanndd tthheeee tthhiiss ddaayy;; tthhaatt aallll tthheessee ccuurrsseess
sshhaallll ccoommee uuppoonn tthheeee,, aanndd oovveerrttaakkee tthheeee:: .. .. .. AAnndd tthhyy hheeaavveenn
tthhaatt iiss oovveerr tthhyy hheeaadd sshhaallll bbee bbrraassss,, aanndd tthhee eeaarrtthh tthhaatt iiss uunnddeerr
tthheeee sshhaallll bbee iirroonn.. TThhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll mmaakkee tthhee rraaiinn ooff tthhyy llaanndd
ppoowwddeerr aanndd dduusstt:: ffrroomm hheeaavveenn sshhaallll iitt ccoommee ddoowwnn uuppoonn tthheeee,,
uunnttiill tthhoouu bbee ddeessttrrooyyeedd”” ((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2288::1155,, 2233,, 2244)).. IIssrraaeell,, iinn
llaatteerr yyeeaarrss,, lleeaarrnneedd tthhaatt tthhiiss wwaarrnniinngg ffrroomm GGoodd wwaass nnoott mmeerreellyy
iiddllee wwoorrddss.. EElliijjaahh tthhee TTiisshhbbiittee aappppeeaarreedd bbeeffoorree AAhhaabb aanndd ssaaiidd::
““AAss tthhee LLOORRDD GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell lliivveetthh,, bbeeffoorree wwhhoomm II ssttaanndd,, tthheerree sshhaallll
nnoott bbee ddeeww nnoorr rraaiinn tthheessee yyeeaarrss,, bbuutt aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo mmyy wwoorrdd”” ((II
KKiinnggss 1177::11)).. AAnndd iitt wwaass ssoo.. FFoorr tthhrreeee yyeeaarrss aanndd aa hhaallff nnoott aa ddrroopp
ooff rraaiinn oorr ddeeww wwaass sseeeenn iinn IIssrraaeell.. TThhoouugghh AAhhaabb sseeaarrcchheedd tthhee
eennttiirree ccoouunnttrryy ffoorr tthhee PPrroopphheett EElliijjaahh,, hhee ccoouulldd nnoott bbee ffoouunndd;; aanndd
tthheerree wwaass nnoo rraaiinn..

EElliijjaahh’’ss RReettuurrnn
TThhee ssttiinngg ooff GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggmmeenntt oonn tthhee llaanndd aanndd oonn tthhee ppeeooppllee

wwaass nnoott lloosstt uuppoonn AAhhaabb,, ffoorr wwhheenn hhee ffiinnaallllyy mmeett EElliijjaahh hhiiss ffiirrsstt
rreemmaarrkk wwaass,, ““AArrtt tthhoouu hhee tthhaatt ttrroouubblleetthh IIssrraaeell??”” EElliijjaahh wwaass ttoo
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33 And he put the wood in order, and 
cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him
on the wood, and said, Fill four 
barrels with water, and pour it on the 
burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 
34 And he said, Do it the second time. 
And they did it the second time. And 
he said, Do it the third time. And they 
did it the third time. 
35 And the water ran round about the 
altar; and he filled the trench also 
with water. 
36 And it came to pass at the time of
the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that Elijah the prophet came near, 
and said, LORD God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I 
have done all these things at thy 
word. 
37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that 
this people may know that thou art
the LORD God, and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again. 
38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and 
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood, and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 
39 And when all the people saw it, 
they fell on their faces: and they said, 
The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, 
he is the God. 
40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the 
prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape. And they took them: and 
Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. 
41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee 
up, eat and drink; for there is a sound 
of abundance of rain. 
42 So Ahab went up to eat and to 
drink. And Elijah went up to the top 
of Carmel; and he cast himself down 
upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees, 
43 And said to his servant, Go up now, 
look toward the sea. And he went up, 
and looked, and said, There is
nothing. And he said, Go again seven 
times. 
44 And it came to pass at the seventh 
time, that he said, Behold, there 

AAhhaabb tthhee ssyymmbbooll ooff aallll hhiiss ttrroouubblleess;; aanndd hhee wwaass qquuiittee wwiilllliinngg ttoo
bbllaammee tthhee PPrroopphheett ooff GGoodd rraatthheerr tthhaann aaddmmiitt tthhaatt hhiiss oowwnn ssiinnss hhaadd
bbrroouugghhtt aabboouutt tthhiiss tteerrrriibbllee ssttaattee ooff aaffffaaiirrss.. EElliijjaahh ggaavvee hhiimm tthhee
ccoorrrreecctt aannsswweerr:: ““II hhaavvee nnoott ttrroouubblleedd IIssrraaeell;; bbuutt tthhoouu,, aanndd tthhyy
ffaatthheerr’’ss hhoouussee,, iinn tthhaatt yyee hhaavvee ffoorrssaakkeenn tthhee ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss ooff
tthhee LLOORRDD,, aanndd tthhoouu hhaasstt ffoolllloowweedd BBaaaalliimm..””

TThhee CCaallll ttoo WWoorrsshhiipp
AAllll IIssrraaeell aanndd tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall ggaatthheerreedd ttoo hheeaarr wwhhaatt

EElliijjaahh,, tthhee mmaann wwhhoo ccoouulldd sseeaall tthhee hheeaavveennss ffrroomm rraaiinniinngg,, hhaadd ttoo
ssaayy.. HHiiss pprrooppoossiittiioonn wwaass ssiimmppllee eennoouugghh ffoorr aallll ttoo ggrraasspp:: LLeett aann
aallttaarr bbee bbuuiilltt,, ssaaccrriiffiicceess ooffffeerreedd uuppoonn iitt;; aanndd tthhee GGoodd wwhhiicchh wwoouulldd
ccoonnssuummee tthhee ssaaccrriiffiiccee bbyy ffiirree wwoouulldd iinn ttrruutthh bbee tthhee ttrruuee aanndd lliivviinngg
GGoodd,, aanndd HHiimm sshhoouulldd tthheeyy sseerrvvee.. IItt wwaass aa bboolldd cchhaalllleennggee ffoorr
EElliijjaahh ttoo mmaakkee.. TThheerree wweerree 445500 pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall,, aanndd 440000
pprroopphheettss ooff tthhee ggrroovvee,, wwhhiillee EElliijjaahh,, ssoo ffaarr aass hhee kknneeww,, wwaass tthhee
ssoollee rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd.. EElliijjaahh’’ss bboollddnneessss wwaass bboorrnn ooff hhoollyy
ffaaiitthh iinn tthhee oommnniippootteenntt GGoodd,, aanndd EElliijjaahh kknneeww nnuummbbeerrss mmeeaanntt lliittttllee
wwhheerree GGoodd wwaass ccoonncceerrnneedd.. EElliijjaahh kknneeww tthheerree wwaass nnoo lliiffee oorr
ppoowweerr iinn tthhee dduummbb iiddoollss ooff BBaaaall tthhaatt tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess wweerree ssoo
ffoooolliisshhllyy aanndd ssuuppeerrssttiittiioouussllyy wwoorrsshhiippiinngg.. GGoodd wwaass uussiinngg ddrraassttiicc
mmeetthhooddss ttoo sshhooww tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess tthhaatt nnootthhiinngg tthheeyy ccoouulldd ddoo oorr
ccoouulldd nnoott ddoo wwoouulldd cchhaannggee,, iinn tthhee sslliigghhtteesstt ddeeggrreeee,, wwhhaatt GGoodd wwaass
ddooiinngg.. LLeett tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall nnooww pprroovvee tthhee rreeaalliittyy ooff tthheeiirr ggoodd
oonnccee aanndd ffoorr aallll oorr ffoorrssaakkee hhiimm aass aa ffrraauudd.. TThhiiss wwaass tthhee ggiisstt ooff
EElliijjaahh’’ss aappppeeaall ttoo tthhee ppeeooppllee;; aanndd tthheeyy aacccceepptteedd tthhee cchhaalllleennggee..

DDuummbb IIddoollss
TThheerree iiss aa ddeessiirree iinn mmeenn’’ss hheeaarrttss ttoo wwoorrsshhiipp ssoommeetthhiinngg;; aanndd

SSaattaann hhaass oofftteenn ccaappiittaalliizzeedd tthhiiss iinnhheerreenntt cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc ooff mmeenn’’ss
ssoouullss,, iinn oorrddeerr ttoo eennssllaavvee tthheemm ffoorr hhiiss oowwnn eennddss.. HHee hhaass oofftteenn
ffiilllleedd tthhee ppeeooppllee’’ss hheeaarrttss wwiitthh ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn aanndd ffeeaarr,, ttoo mmaakkee tthheemm
wwoorrsshhiipp iiddoollss;; aanndd tthheeyy hhaavvee bbeeccoommee ssllaavveess ttoo ssuucchh tthhiinnggss,,
uunnaabbllee ttoo eessccaappee ssaattaanniicc ddoommiinnaattiioonn eexxcceepptt bbyy tthhee ppoowweerr ooff GGoodd..
IIssrraaeell hhaadd ffoorrssaakkeenn tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd aanndd wwaass
eennssnnaarreedd iinn hheeaatthheenniisshh ssuuppeerrssttiittiioonn aanndd tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff iiddoollss..
TThheeyy wweerree iinnddeeeedd ffoorrttuunnaattee tthhaatt GGoodd ssttiillll ccaarreedd eennoouugghh ffoorr tthheemm
ttoo sseenndd aa mmaann ssuucchh aass EElliijjaahh ttoo bbrreeaakk uupp tthhiiss iiddoollaattrryy aanndd ttoo ttuurrnn
tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss oonnccee aaggaaiinn ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd..

TThhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall ssppeenntt tthhee ddaayy iinn sshhoouuttiinngg,, aanndd ffaannaattiiccaall
aanndd rraabbiidd ccuuttttiinngg ooff tthheemmsseellvveess,, iinn ffrreennzziieess ooff eemmoottiioonn ttrryyiinngg ttoo
ggeett tthheeiirr iiddoollss ttoo ppeerrffoorrmm aa mmiirraaccllee ffoorr tthheemm.. TThhiiss iiss aa ccllaassssiiccaall
BBiibbllee eexxaammppllee ooff ffaannaattiicciissmm.. EElliijjaahh rriiddiiccuulleedd tthheemm aanndd ggaavvee tthheemm
aallll tthhee ddaayy ttoo bbrriinngg ddoowwnn aann aannsswweerr bbyy ffiirree ffrroomm HHeeaavveenn.. BBuutt nnoo
aannsswweerr ccaammee.. IItt nneevveerr wwiillll ccoommee oonn tthhoossee ccoonnddiittiioonnss..

MMoosseess hhaadd ttoolldd tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell:: ““KKnnooww tthheerreeffoorree tthhiiss
ddaayy,, aanndd ccoonnssiiddeerr iitt iinn tthhiinnee hheeaarrtt,, tthhaatt tthhee LLOORRDD hhee iiss GGoodd iinn
hheeaavveenn aabboovvee,, aanndd uuppoonn tthhee eeaarrtthh bbeenneeaatthh:: tthheerree iiss nnoonnee eellssee””
((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 44::3399)).. FFaaiitthh tthhaatt GGoodd iiss,, aanndd tthhaatt HHee iiss aa rreewwaarrddeerr
ooff tthheemm wwhhoo ddiilliiggeennttllyy sseeeekk HHiimm,, iiss tthhee kkeeyy ttoo rreecceeiivviinngg tthhiinnggss
ffrroomm GGoodd ((HHeebbrreewwss 1111::66)).. GGoodd iiss vveerryy ppaarrttiiccuullaarr aass ttoo tthhee
mmaannnneerr iinn wwhhiicchh mmeenn aapppprrooaacchh HHiimm,, aanndd tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff GGoodd
mmuusstt bbee ccaarrrriieedd oonn aass tthhee WWoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd ddiirreeccttss..

TThhee AAllttaarr ooff GGoodd
WWhheenn tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall hhaadd eexxhhaauusstteedd tthheemmsseellvveess iinn vvaaiinn

pprraayyiinngg ttoo BBaaaall,, EElliijjaahh bbuuiilltt aann aallttaarr ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee
WWoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, uussiinngg ttwweellvvee ssttoonneess,, oonnee ffoorr eeaacchh ttrriibbee ooff
IIssrraaeell.. WWhhiillee pprreeppaarriinngg ttoo mmaakkee hhiiss ssaaccrriiffiiccee,, EElliijjaahh aasskkeedd aallll tthhee
ppeeooppllee ttoo ccoommee nneeaarr.. NNoo ddoouubbtt EElliijjaahh wwaanntteedd tthhee ppeeooppllee ttoo
wwaattcchh hhiimm cclloosseellyy aanndd kknnooww ffoorr tthheemmsseellvveess tthhaatt tthheeee wwaass nnoo
sslleeiigghhtt ooff hhaanndd iinnvvoollvveedd iinn hhiiss ooffffeerriinngg bbuutt tthhaatt eevveerryytthhiinngg wwaass
ddoonnee aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd.. AAfftteerr ppllaacciinngg aa bbuulllloocckk uuppoonn tthhee
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ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, 
like a man's hand. And he said, Go 
up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the 
rain stop thee not. 
45 And it came to pass in the mean 
while, that the heaven was black with 
clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode, and went 
to Jezreel. 
46 And the hand of the LORD was on 
Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and 
ran before Ahab to the entrance of 
Jezreel. 

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhyy wwaass tthheerree nnoo rraaiinn iinn IIssrraaeell ffoorr

tthhrreeee yyeeaarrss aanndd aa hhaallff??
22.. WWhhaatt ddiidd EElliijjaahh hhaavvee ttoo ddoo wwiitthh tthhee

ssttooppppaaggee ooff rraaiinn??
33.. WWhhyy ddiidd EElliijjaahh ccaallll tthhee ppeeooppllee

ttooggeetthheerr??
44.. WWhhyy ccoouulldd nnoott tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall

ggeett aann aannsswweerr ffrroomm BBaaaall??
55.. WWhhyy ddiidd EElliijjaahh bbuuiilldd aann aallttaarr ooff

ttwweellvvee ssttoonneess??
66.. WWhhyy ddiidd GGoodd aannsswweerr EElliijjaahh aanndd nnoott

aannsswweerr tthhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall??
77.. HHooww ddiidd EElliijjaahh kknnooww iitt wwaass ggooiinngg

ttoo rraaiinn??
8. WWhhyy ddiidd EElliijjaahh hhaavvee ttoo pprraayy sseevveenn

ttiimmeess ffoorr rraaiinn??
9. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee rreeaassoonn ffoorr EElliijjaahh’’ss

ggrreeaatt ssuucccceessss iinn pprraayyiinngg ttoo GGoodd??

aallttaarr aanndd ddiiggggiinngg aa ttrreenncchh aarroouunndd iitt,, EElliijjaahh hhaadd tthhee ppeeooppllee ddrreenncchh
tthhee eennttiirree aallttaarr aanndd tthhee ssaaccrriiffiiccee tthhrreeee ttiimmeess wwiitthh wwaatteerr.. TThheerree
wwaass ttoo bbee nnoo ssttrraannggee ffiirree hheerree.. AAnndd tthhee mmoosstt vvaalluuaabbllee tthhiinngg iinn
tthhee llaanndd –– wwaatteerr –– wwaass ooffffeerreedd wwiitthh tthhee ssaaccrriiffiiccee ttoo tthhee GGoodd ooff
IIssrraaeell..

AAtt tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee eevveenniinngg ssaaccrriiffiiccee,, tthhee ttiimmee GGoodd hhaadd oorrddaaiinneedd
iinn tthhee ppaasstt,, EElliijjaahh mmaaddee hhiiss pprraayyeerr ttoo GGoodd.. IItt wwaass ssiimmppllee,,
eevviiddeennttllyy sshhoorrtt iinn wwoorrddss,, bbuutt ffuullll ooff ffaaiitthh.. HHee rreemmiinnddeedd GGoodd tthhaatt
hhee wwaass ddooiinngg aallll tthheessee tthhiinnggss aatt HHiiss ccoommmmaanndd,, aanndd EElliijjaahh pprraayyeedd
tthhaatt GGoodd wwoouulldd nnooww pprroovvee HHiimmsseellff aanndd ttuurrnn tthhee hheeaarrttss ooff tthhee
ppeeooppllee bbaacckk ttoo HHiimmsseellff.. TThhee ffiirree ooff GGoodd ffeellll iinn aannsswweerr ttoo tthhiiss
pprraayyeerr,, aanndd ccoonnssuummeedd tthhee ssaaccrriiffiiccee,, aanndd tthhee aallttaarr,, aanndd eevveenn tthhee
wwaatteerr iinn tthhee ttrreenncchh!! TThhee ppeeooppllee ffeellll uuppoonn tthheeiirr ffaacceess aass oonnee mmaann
aanndd aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd.. ““TThhee LLOORRDD,, hhee iiss tthhee GGoodd..””

TThhee pprroopphheettss ooff BBaaaall wweerree ttaakkeenn bbyy tthhee ppeeooppllee aanndd ssllaaiinn aatt tthhee
hhaannddss ooff EElliijjaahh.. SSoo wwiillll eevveerryy ffaallssee pprroopphheett aanndd eevveerryy pprreeaacchheerr ooff
ffaallssee wwoorrsshhiipp ssuuffffeerr tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd aanndd ssuuffffeerr eetteerrnnaall
ddaammnnaattiioonn.. TThheeyy wwiillll,, iinn tthhee eenndd,, bbee rreevveeaalleedd aass iiddoollaatteerrss aanndd
ffoolllloowweerrss ooff SSaattaann,, aanndd wwiillll ssuuffffeerr lliikkee ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn ttooggeetthheerr wwiitthh
SSaattaann..

SSeevveennffoolldd PPrraayyeerr
EElliijjaahh’’ss wwoorrkk wwaass nnoott yyeett ccoommpplleetteedd,, ffoorr ssttiillll tthheerree wwaass nnoo rraaiinn..

GGoodd hhaadd pprroovveedd HHiiss eexxiisstteennccee ttoo aallll ccoonncceerrnneedd,, aanndd nnooww EElliijjaahh
mmuusstt pprreevvaaiill wwiitthh GGoodd ttoo sseenndd rraaiinn.. RReettiirriinngg ttoo aa mmoouunnttaaiinn,, hhee
bbeeggaann ttoo pprraayy.. EElliijjaahh’’ss hheeaarrtt mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn ffuullll ooff ffaaiitthh aanndd
ccoonnffiiddeennccee,, bbeeccaauussee hhee ttoolldd AAhhaabb,, ““TThheerree iiss aa ssoouunndd ooff
aabbuunnddaannccee ooff rraaiinn..”” AAlltthhoouugghh EElliijjaahh hhaadd ttoo pprraayy aaggaaiinn aanndd aaggaaiinn,,
hhiiss pprraayyeerr ddiidd nnoott rreeccooggnniizzee ddiissccoouurraaggeemmeenntt.. EElliijjaahh hhaadd jjuusstt
ccoommee ffrroomm aa ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr rreevveellaattiioonn ooff GGoodd’’ss mmiigghhtt aanndd ppoowweerr,,
wwhhiicchh cceerrttaaiinnllyy ccoonnffiirrmmeedd hhiiss ffaaiitthh iinn GGoodd.. HHee wwaass iinntteerrcceeddiinngg ffoorr
tthhee ppeeooppllee,, aanndd tthhee bbuurrddeenn wwaass ggrreeaatt.. HHee hhaadd ttoo sseenndd hhiiss
sseerrvvaanntt sseevveenn ttiimmeess ttoo llooookk ffoorr rraaiinn;; bbuutt tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff EElliijjaahh hhaadd aa
ggrriipp oonn GGoodd,, aanndd hhee wwoouulldd nnoott lleett HHiimm ggoo --–– lliikkee JJaaccoobb wwhhoo
pprreevvaaiilleedd wwiitthh GGoodd aanndd wwoouulldd nnoott lleett tthhee aannggeell ooff GGoodd ggoo uunnttiill tthhee
bblleessssiinngg ccaammee.. WWhheenn EElliijjaahh’’ss sseerrvvaanntt ccaammee aanndd ttoolldd hhiimm hhee ccoouulldd
sseeee aa cclloouudd tthhee ssiizzee ooff aa mmaann’’ss hhaanndd,, tthhaatt wwaass pprrooooff eennoouugghh ffoorr
EElliijjaahh.. HHee kknneeww tthhee ttoorrrreennttss ooff rraaiinn wwoouulldd ssoooonn ffoollllooww.. WWaarrnniinngg
AAhhaabb ttoo ggeett ddoowwnn ffrroomm tthhee mmoouunnttaaiinn bbeeffoorree tthhee rraaiinn pprreevveenntteedd
hhiimm,, EElliijjaahh rraann wwiitthh jjooyyoouuss pprraaiissee uunnttoo GGoodd,, bbeeffoorree tthhee cchhaarriioott ooff
AAhhaabb..

EElliijjaahh wwaass mmaaddee ooff mmoorrttaall ccllaayy aass iiss eevveerryy mmaann.. JJaammeess tteellllss uuss
hhee ““wwaass aa mmaann ssuubbjjeecctt ttoo lliikkee ppaassssiioonnss aass wwee aarree”” ((JJaammeess 55::1177)),,
sshhoowwiinngg tthhaatt hhee ddiidd nnoott ppoosssseess ssuuppeerriioorr vviirrttuueess oorr ggiiffttss tthhaatt ootthheerr
CChhrriissttiiaannss ccaannnnoott ppoosssseess.. ““HHee pprraayyeedd eeaarrnneessttllyy tthhaatt iitt mmiigghhtt nnoott
rraaiinn:: aanndd iitt rraaiinneedd nnoott oonn tthhee eeaarrtthh bbyy tthhee ssppaaccee ooff tthhrreeee yyeeaarrss
aanndd ssiixx mmoonntthhss.. AAnndd hhee pprraayyeedd aaggaaiinn,, aanndd tthhee hheeaavveenn ggaavvee rraaiinn,,
aanndd tthhee eeaarrtthh bbrroouugghhtt ffoorrtthh hheerr ffrruuiitt..”” GGoodd ccaann bbee pprreevvaaiilleedd uuppoonn
ttoo gglloorriiffyy HHiiss nnaammee iiff HHiiss ppeeooppllee wwiillll pprraayy ffeerrvveennttllyy aanndd eeaarrnneessttllyy
aass ddiidd EElliijjaahh.. TThhee llaacckk ooff ffeerrvveennccyy iinn pprraayyeerr iiss aa ggrreeaatt lliimmiittaattiioonn
ttoo mmaannyy CChhrriissttiiaannss’’ ppoowweerr.. AAcckknnoowwlleeddggiinngg GGoodd oonnllyy tthhrroouugghh tthhee
iinntteelllleecctt wwiillll ggeett nnootthhiinngg ffrroomm GGoodd.. TThheerree mmuusstt bbee aa ccrryyiinngg oouutt ttoo
GGoodd ffrroomm tthhee ddeepptthhss ooff tthhee hheeaarrtt,, iinn ffaaiitthh.. WWee mmuusstt lleett nnootthhiinngg
bbeelliiee tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt GGoodd iiss aanndd tthhaatt HHee wwiillll hheeaarr aanndd aannsswweerr pprraayyeerr..
TThheenn wwee sshhaallll sseeee tthhee ffiirree ffaallll uuppoonn oouurr ssaaccrriiffiicceess aanndd ooffffeerriinnggss
eevveenn aass iitt ffeellll uuppoonn EElliijjaahh’’ss.. GGoodd ddeelliigghhttss iinn pprroovviinngg HHiimmsseellff ttoo HHiiss
ppeeooppllee aanndd wwiillll ddoo ssoo aaggaaiinn aanndd aaggaaiinn iiff wwee pprraayy wwiitthh ffaaiitthh
bbeelliieevviinngg..


